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PERSALIST DLZAZINE. | Israel, to warn that wicked people of war, captivity and 
on 1 eee Be : the sword, which were about to be sent upon them for 


their “bominations, and to exhort them to a reformation 





of their conducy. 


Letter to a Clergyman. | 
Ezekiel, it seems, was “2° of the 18,000 Jewish cap- 


} 
Expcanation oF Ezexten xxut. 7, 8. pe who, with their king JeSiachin, were carried 

Rev. Sir,—I attended an ordination, not long since, from Jerusalem into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, about 
at which you delivered the customary charge to the a dozen years before he Jaid his Gna) -eige to Jerusalem, 
In it, you introduced the following pas- and entirely destroyed it. Inthe land of Babylon, in 
a vision by the river Chebar, the Lord appeared unto 


Fzekiel, on a throne borne by four cherubim, and sup- 


Pastor elect. 
sage from Ezekiel: ** O son of man, I have set thee a. 
watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou | 

shalt hear the word at iny mouth, and warn them from | ported by four wheels, [Fzek. chap. i.}] and said unto 
me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, | him ‘* Son of man, ! send thee to the children of Israel, 
thou shalt surely dies if thou dost not speak, to warn \to a rebellious nation thaé hath rebelled against me.” 
the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in [chap ii.] He then proceeded to command that the 
his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thine hand.” | prophet should est a roll which he presented to him, 
You then told the Pastor elect, that we were taught,| written wijhin and without with Jamentations, and 


by this passage, that when God appoints a watchman | mourning, and woe; and that he should speak the | 


[meaning, | suppose, a minister] on the walls of spiritu- | contents of this roll to the honse of Israel. [Chap. ii 
al Zion, and that watchman does not faithfully warn ‘and iii.] Seven days afterwards, God again appeared 
the wicked,—if the wicked man should die in his sin, | unto him by the river Chebar, commissioned him to be 
he must go to endless perdition,—but that the blood of | a watchman over the house of Israel, and solemnly 
his soul, God would require at the watchman’s hand in | charged im (nearly word for word with the passage 
the great day of Judgment. you quoted from chapter xxxiil) to urge the wicked 

Although I had frequently heard this passage used in} man to save his life by turning from his wicked way, 
the same way by other ministers, yet when | heard you on pain of the man’s blood being required at the pro- 
make the foregoing assertion, | could not but feel a cer- | phet’s own hand, if he negle-ted to waru him; [chap- 
tuin de,ree of astonishment. | observed the easy, un- ter iii] for, as we shall soon see, the Lord had deter- 
hesitating and conédent air with which you spoke, and mined to cut off, by the sword, those who persisted in 
could not but ask myself if it were possible that you committing abomination in Israel. [Chap. ix ] God 
should be so inattentive as to think that the passage | proceeded to command the prophet to delineate, on a 
contained even one word about what you said it taught. | brick, the city of Jerusalem, besieged and surrounded 
Do, sir, look at the passage, and ask yourself, had is; with ramparts, with a wall of iron between him and it, 
there in wt, aboul the wicked’s going to endless perdi- | for a sign of the approaching seige ; and to lie for 390 
tron? Nothing. What is there about their blood’s be-. days on his left side, to signify the iniquity of the ten 
ing required af the greal day of Judgment ? Nothing. | tribes of Israel, and denote that their captivity was to 
What about God's appointing a gospel-minister, or | continue for 390 years; and after these 390 days, to lie 
watchman on the walls of spiritual Zion ? Nothing. 40 days on his right side to eignify the iniquity of the 
Finally, what ts there in it about the blood oF SouLs, or two tribes of Judah, and to denote that their captivity 
IMMORTAL SPIRITS? Happily for common sense,* not ‘should last 40 years. [Chap. iv.] By other porten- 
one word. In short, there is nothing in the passage | tous signs, too, was Ezekiel commanded to warn the 
concerning even one of the ideas which you said it| Jews of the dreadful distresses they were about to en- 
taught. ‘The Almighty was not here speaking of the dure. [Chap. iv and v.] The year following, God 
appointment of ministers of the gospel, but of setting showed him, by a vision, the abominations the Jews 
the prophet Fzckiel for a watchman over the house of | were then committing in Jerusalem; [Chap. viii.] and 
'gave the prophet to understand that be would soon cut 
* In one passage in Jeremiah, we do indeed reed of | off these workers of iniquity, but preserve all those a- 





the blood of souls; Addressing Jerusalem, God says, | mong them thet mourned for the sins of the people.— | 


“Also in thy skirts is found the blood of souls of (he poor | 
innocents.” ii 34. Common sense, however, teaches! 
that here, soul does nol mean the immortal spivil, Tie! a messenger with an inkhorn by bis side, and saying to 
19th chapter of Jeremiah, explains what is meant by | him, * Go through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a 
the skirts of Jernsalem being stained with the blood of 
innocents: *“‘—they have forsaken me, and have es ‘ 
tranged this place, and bave burned incense in it unto | ¢7y fer all the abominations ‘hat be done in the midst 
other gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have | /hereof. And to others the Lord said, Go ye after him 
known, vor the kings of Judah; and have Giled this through the city, and smite; let not your eye spare, 
place with the blood of innocents. They have built also | , ‘ 
the bigh plaves of Baal, fo burn their sons with fire for 
burnt offerings unfo Baal’? They had sacrificed their maids and little children and women; bul come no/ 
little children to idols; and by ¢he blood of souls, noth- near to any man upon whuin is themark.”? Chap. ix.} 
ing more can be understood than is expressed hy the | 

hrase their blood. In the Old Vestane nt, the word | 
soul is often used in this way: see Prov. xxv 25. Job 
xii 10. oe ° é' 

I would huwblysuggest to all orthodox ministers the duty, as the watchman, was to warn the Jews of the 
impropriety of saying much ebout the blood of souls, iinpending destruction of their city, the captivity of 
when, by souls, lhey mean immoral spires ¢ as it is . “ 
greatly to be doubted that immortal spirits are possess- 
ed of blood. 


This was represented, in the vision, by God’s calling to 


mark upon the foreheads of the men thal sigh, and thal 


Now, sir, it must be perfectly manifest that all, which 
the passage you quoted teaches, is 1. that bzcktel was 
‘seta watchmin over the house of Israel; 2 that his 


their nation, and the slaying of such as persisted in 
icommitling abomiuativd ; and aiso to encourage the 


'neither have ye pity; slay ufteriy old and young, both} 


transgressors to repent, by proclaiming that those who 
mourned for the evil that was done, should be spared ; 
and 3. that if he neglected to warn them, they might 
indeed be slain in the approaching devastation, but 
their blood would be required at. his own hands. 
Permit me now, sir, to remind you that the very idea 
that at the final Judgment, God will require, ai the 
hands of the ministers he has appointed, the souls of 
such as may have perished through their unfaith/ul- 
ness, is contrary to the belief you profess. You pro- 
fess to believe that God appoints none but converted 
persons to be ministers; and also that all converted 


p+ 


persons will, without the postrbility of failure, be saved. 
You entirely deny the doctrine of falling from grace, as 
it is usually called. Now, sir, do yon believe that even 
} one converted minister,—one minister whom God has 
appointed, shall, at the final Judgment, be compelled 
| to answer with his own soul, for the souls of such as 





may have gone to endless perdition through his negli- 
|gence? No, sir; you believe no such thing. Then do, 
sir, for conscience’ sake, refrain from asserting it. 

It is not a year since | heard one of your brethren in 
| the ministry conclude a delivery of the Right hand of 
Fellowship, at an ordination, with the same idea; and 
the man pretended to weep as he uttered it. Sir, of all 
the feelings | ever endured in divine service, those of 
that moment were the most disagreeable: I honestly 
confess that [then thought the man hypocritical, and 
that I think so to this day; for he professes to believe 
that at the great day of Judgment in eternity, not one 
of the converted, ministers or people, will suffer even 
the least inconvenience on account of the Joss of all the 
damned. 

At a late celebrated Conrention of Ministers, too, ¥ 
heard this same idea intimated by one who believes, 
with yourself and the other clergyman | have alluded 
to, in what is called the ducirine of the final perserer- 
ance of the saints. The frequent public repetition of 
it by ministers of high standing in society, bas at length 
called forth this remonstrance, which ] hope may be 
blessed of Him whose servant you are. Yours in the 
love of Truth. MARCUS. 


— 3 oe 
CHRISTIAN CONFIDENCE, 


A military officer being in a dreadful storm, bis lady, 
| who was silting ip the cabin wear bim, and filled with 
; alarms for the safety of the vesseK, was so surprized at 
| his composure end serenity, that she cried out, * My 
dear, are you not afraid? How is it possible you cap 
‘be so calm in such a storm?"? He arose from a chair 
lashed to the deck, and supporting himself by a pillar of 
a bed-place, he drew bis sword, and pointing to the 
breast of his wife, Le exclaimed, ** Are you not afraid?” 
She instantly replied, ** No, éertainty mot.” SY by 7” 
‘said the officer. ‘* Because,’ rejoined his lady, ‘1 
\ know the sword is in the band of my bushend, and he 
loves me too well to hurt me.’ ** Then,” said he, 





i** Remember, | know in whow 1 have belived, and 
} that he holds the winds in bis list, and the water im the 
hollow of his hands.’—Ch. Her. 


— 


‘ 7349 


An honest man is believed without an oath ; for his 
‘reputation swears foriim., Xenocrates was a mun of 
ihat (ruth and fidelity, that the Athenians gave hia: a- 
lone this privilege, that his evidence should be lawful 
' without swearing. 
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UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


<3 + he following is from the Aniversary Election Ser- | Let them listen to the voice of clamor and contumely, 
mon, delivered by Rev. Danien Huntineton, be- 
fore the Governor, Lieut. Governor, Council and Le- | press, and echoing from one extremity of our limits to 
gislatore of Massachusetts, May 29, 1622. [tis un |! | smpeaching the purest motives, meligning the 
necessary to say, that we most cordially subscribe to | SHONMETs Hmpeaehing tie Pris” a Beams 7a 
the important sentiment of the extracts. fairest characters, and enkindiing unjust suspicions a- 
, ne the uninformed. Let them observe the move- 
The MEANS which have been used by those who would mong ' ‘ » Sang é oF 
| aments of those who set themselves in opposition to eve- 
lry gentle and tolerating measure ; Jet them notice the 
The first step has been, to produce on impression of projects that are put in operation for enlisting partisans, 
infallability, in the person, or the body, assuming the | 
j ‘ ; > |} ° , , . 
controling power. They must be resorted to, as the trol of funds, see them, not only fawning upon the we 
uberring oracle. Claiming the keys of the kingdom, dow, and those who are so unhappy as ts pe destitute 
the door to its immunities must be opened or closer &Y | of near relatives, but watching 
them ; and their decisions must be received with the) o¢ yp, opulent, crying lige the horse leach, * give, 
moet eywarering conbdence. f th b Sel 2 | give 3” encouraging the belief, that every cent Com- 
. icit fai troledjis}— . ie , , 
Implicit faith, ” the ag t «5 4 pe . e mitted to their disposal, shall be a gem in that crown 
s j shing the desired ascenden- 
_ _ agar ihm nye att 4 th P Si of glory finally to be bestowed as a reward to the fidel- 
se ssume the power of}. oe ir 
cy, * ae Ss Oe ” P ity of their votaries.’ 
controling. The common people, as if incapable of un- | And again 
° ° \ - . "9 
sign the ves to | , ‘iis : : 
derstanding the word of God, must resign themselves to} It is not to-be disguised, that in some sections of 


; ay ' 
Sor »-aistapet Ac if blind, they. must be led. When i thie enlightened christian community, there is too much 
- the - . 


Bed, they must not hesitate to follow, ‘Their reason, | evidence of a disposition for spiritual domination, which 
is producing in society 8 perpetual mischief, There 
are bodies of men, stil] claiming a jurisdiction as abso- 
lute, if not as extensive, as was ever claimed by the 
most imposing Pontiffs of the dark ages, 


to 





| of terror and exclusion, issuing from the pulpit and the 


forcibly control the opinions of o/kers. 





and for augmenting their resources. To gain the con- 


asonnd the dying pillow | 


their judgment, their conscience, their moral agency ; 
their interests for time and eternity, are no longer at 
their own disposal. And to have it known that they 
are not, frequent experiments must be made upon their 
credulity and good nature. If they hear it inculcated 





‘ It is what some constantly see, and hear, and feel. 
We are daily conversant with those, the language of 
whose conduct is, ** Stand by thyself, | am holier than 
thou: and who, considering themselves ** to have at- 
tained,’ in every necessary qualification, gratuitously 
assume the prerogative, of dictating to their fellow 
christians, on disputed points, what they shall believe. 
With no superior claims to the necessary means of en- 
lightening their fellow men; having had no more than 
common advantages for information: having no cre- 
dentials of any special illumination: from their lives 
appearing to be, certainly, as much uninspired men as 
others: and differing as much from One enother, as 
from those, whom they unite in condemning—they seem 
to be constantly saying to those around them, ** The 
secret of the Lord is with us,” ** hear his word at onr 


with common ardor, that a few speculative points in 
theology, are the essentials of religion, no doubts may 
be entertained. If taught that ‘ al] error is fatal,” 
they must believe it. They must often, be made to un- 
derstand, that all the remaining piety on the earth, has 
taken up its last abode with the people of their denom- 
ination ; and that to them it belongs exclusively, to 
preserve and perpetuate sound doctrine and a pure 
church. It has been found, at some periods, and a- 
mong some classes of christians, not too great a stretch 
of credulity, for the proper exercise of implicit faith, to 
believe that dishonesty, falsehood, calumny, cruelty, 
oppression, and wickedness of almost any description 
i; venial, if in practising it, what is called a good object 
may be promoted. 

* Other notions, similar to this in their spirit and ten- 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


Short Sermons....No. VI. 


‘* Be ready always to give an answer to every man 





that asketh a reason of the hope that is in you,”— 
1 Peter ni 15. 


Now the laws of God and man demand that we should 
practice the dogerine of Universalism whether we be- 
lieve it or not; and all wise parents endeavor to instil 
this principle into the minds of their children; but 
some of them do not call it Universalism. If an officer 
in government conduct partially, very few will justify 
him. Ifaschoolmaster conduct partially with his pu- 
pile, their parents Hnmediately find fault. If the com- 
mander of a vessel is partial, the sailors execrate him. 
Ma military commander is partial, he loses his influence 
over hismen. In fact, the laws of man require him to 
conduct as Universalism says God does; ond the laws 
of God reynire the same. St. James says, ** are ve 
Mot then partial in yourselves? if ye have respect to 
persons, ye commit sin,” 

We advise those who are fearful that Universalism 
tends to licentiousness to practice an opposite doctrine 
in their families for one month only, and we promise 
them they will then find that to conduct impartially is 
to do well; for their families would be in an uproar, 
and peace, the heavenly dove, away from their 
dwelling. But it is in vain that we spend our time 
upon a subjectso plain. Goodness will beget goodness ; 
merey will beget mercy; and love will beget love 
throughout the Universe. Gratitude is an active prin- 
ciple in the humen breast, and leads all men more or 
less to the practice of goodness. Many we know think 
that, if this were the only inducement to virtue they 
should do but little forits cause. But that man’s heart 
must be corrupt indeed who would not move a finger to 
serve God without Leing driven by the fear of an end- 
less hell. 

What induced the apostle John to love God? to 
know that God loved him. Had then the docirine of 
God’s love a licentious tendency ? Did it corm pt his 


h as that th ‘ f opini ‘sto b mouths.” And if any, after this, in exerciting the; ™nd? Aj} men love God when they know that ‘od 

Crees, *y vt i aaa c ate bee: . ond right of private judgment, fall into ** the way that some | loves them ; therefore the doctrine of God's universal, 

P 4 . ’ te : ‘ Perens . . ; ‘ 

——— te oy gato th ogee aa: Seal wb miastty call heresy,” the harshest epithets are applied.— | unchangeable love to the world is not licentious. If it 
and that it is reproachful for a person to change his 


opinions—have been equally current. Where these 
expedients have failed of producing their desired effect, 
others have not been wanting 

* The last resort of the persecuting bigot has been, to 
compel men to believe right. Aided by mystery, 
creeds, canons, decrees and councils, with all their ap- 
propriate appendages of terror, he commences the 
dreadful work. If they are few in number, who dissent 
from the common faith, be avails himself of the vantage- 
ground afforded him from this circumstance, for excit- 
ing, if possible, a general prejudice against them. This 
is done, by identifying them with every thing odious; 
by indiscriminate censure ; by vague and unfounded 
charges often repeated ; by ungenerous allusions ; un- 
just insinoations ; unfair reasonings ; and terrific de- 
Bunciations. To these have succeeded, vexatious ec- 
clesiastical processes, beginning in making men offen- 
ders for a word, and issuing in the highest acts of disci- 
pline. Where the times have been favorable, in how 
rhany instances has death, in all its dreadful forms, been 
ihe consequence of a conscientious adherance to 
truth !? 

The author then proceeds to show that the disposi- 
tion manifested in these efforts to prevent free inquiry, 
is not only hateful in itself, but hostile in it effects to 
the interests of social happmess. After this, he pro- 


ceeds to inquire whether the subject admits of an ap- 
plication to ourselves. 


* Does the subject then adwit of an application to our 
own community? 

* Let the intelligent look at what is passing in many of 
our Congregations and Churches; in Ecclesiastical As- 
sociations and Councils, and answer for themselves. — 


They are denounced, as introducing ** another Gos-| “ere +0 would Jesus have said, ‘* God so loved the 





, 


pel; as ** Apostates;’? as ** Deists in disguise.”? If} 
moral, they are accused of making a merit of their mo- | 
rality. If pious, it is hypocricy. 

*In all these gieans, which are used for controling the 
right of private judgment, do we not perceive the shat- | 
tered remnants of the machinery of a once formidable | 
and most machievous hierarchy? And shall we see our, 
fellow men collecting and arranging these remnants ; 
and endeavoring again to bring them into action, with- | 
out letting them know, that we are not insensible to 
their operations, and the evils of them ?’ 

ANECDOTE, 

Two gentlemen of different sentiments being once it 
company, one of them made a remark which led the 
other to think he was a Universalist; upon which he 
said, | hope, sir, you do not believe in the doctrine of 
Universalism. The other immediately replied that he 
did, aud had for many years. ** Why,” replied his 
friend, ** this is a very licentious doctrine. If 1 could 
only believe it, would indulge myself in the practice 
of every vice.” ** And do you really mean so,” asked 
the other? ‘* Indeed I do.” he replied ; ** if | believed 
as you do, | would enjoy inyself at once.” * And do 
you believe there is no moral change at or after death,” 
asked the other? ** None at all,” he replied. ** Then.” 
said his friend, if you get to heaven you wil! sin forev- 
er, for you are there to have the same disposition, and 
there will be no hell to restrain you.” 





“Trust in the Lord, and do good ;—and verily thou | 


shalt be fed.” 


Psanms. } 
| 


\died for us:” 


world that he sent his only begotton Son, &c.?— 
Wonld Paul have said, ** God commendeth his love 
towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners Christ 
if it will make sinners worse to give 
them hopes of salvation, why do we read that the Fath- 
ersent the Son to be the Saviour of the world? ‘That 
God will have ali men to be saved ? That all flesh will 
see the salvation of God? 

but says the objector, Universalism is that all men 
will be finally saved, and is pot this Jicentious? | ask 
what good did the preaching ef eternal misery ever do? 
Did it moralize John Calvin? Did it prevent him from 


i , ° c - 
murdering Michael Servetus? Does it neutralize the 


wurderous feelings of inquisitors? Did it prevent its 
believers from burning John Rogers, and a bost of mar- 
tyres at the stake? All these beljieved in the dovtrine 
of eternal misery. Calvin preached it. Inquisitors de- 
nounce it as the afler portion of those lives they destroy. 
ls the state of society in our own country any worse 
now than it was when Universalism was vot kuown?— 
Vo they murder more Quakers, and hang more witches 
now, than they did then? Every one knows that the 
-tate of society has here considerably improved although 
itberal principles have prevailed to so great a degree. 
Drunkards, liars, gan.blers, and thieves will laugh at 
you, should you hold up to them the terrors of a future 
state, but shew thein the situation into which sin has 
brought them, and their stony Learts will melt witbin. 
Which does a murderer most fear, the gallows, or misery 
in a future stele? Which does the thief most fear, the 
‘tates? prison or future condemnation ? If the prison 


be the most useless, we would recommend it to the 
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state to COM: ie it fo some other use, and with their| fire, and is love: that the spirit of God 1s a fountain of 


Roney maintain preachers of future condemnation. 
the idea of condemnation in a future state have the best 
practical effect, Jet our rulers abolish their present sys- | 
tems of discipline. 





I living waters, is a consuming fre and is love: that the 


consuming Gre of God is a fountain of living waters, is 
a spirit and is love: that the love of Gad is a fountain 
of living waters, is a spirit and a consuming fire. But 


If the doctrine of future misery have so good an effect | it may be asked bow this consuming fire can do the 


upon the mind, we should expect to find the believers | office of love? 
But they | thinking seriously on the subject, we will allow, in part 


of it the most exemplary men in the world. 
are like ourselves, sinners. 
upon our opponents, 
ani often times wander from the path of rectitude.—- 
Much more would be said upon our present subject, 
had we not now appropriated three numbers to it. We 
will dismis it ty reminding al] men, that ‘* the goodness 
of God leadeth to repentance.”’ RICHARDS, 


ee 0:0 aa 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





“ For our God is a consuming fire.” 
Heb. xii. 29. 

It is humbly conceived, that nothing can be more 
nevessary for the establishment and promotion of true 
worship and genuine religion, than a correct under- 
standing of the moral character of the divine Being. If 
we, in consequence of early impressions and an erro- 
neous education, believe that our Creator is possessed 
of distinguishing attributes, which are calculated to fill 
the mind with horror and to exercise it with perpetual 
fear, is it possible that we should love him as our Fath- 
er and adore him as our Saviour? This, every one will 
acknowledge is morally impossible. Why should we 
worship such a being? or why should we love such an 
unlovely character? The poor infatuated, deluded 
soul, tremblingly alive to fear, thinks he must love. God 
and pay him divine honors in order to pacify his anger, 
an! to turn away his vengeance, which seems to be 
smoking and ready to light on his devoted head! In 


such a case is it not proper to say to the worshipper, 
‘* ye worship ye know not what? And is it nota fact 
which all such worshipers ought to know, that they de- 
ceive themselves, and think they love when in truth 
they abhor, and fancy they worship God when they sa- 
crifice to an Abomination ? 

The hich heads this article has been fre- 
quently used to represent the Deity in the foregoing 


passage 


We mean no reflections | his erroneous notion of the text. 
We are all frail, erring creatures, | text means, that God is a cousuming fire to the impeni. 





unlovely character, and by the power of superstition 


fent sinner, and will consume him utterly. Allow this, 
and how kindly would this consuming fire prove! It 
would put an end to all suffering and reduce the subject 
to calm and silent nonentity. Take a literal case.— 
When Dr. Servetus was consuming at the stake, pur- 
suant to John Calvin’s endeavors, the fire was so slow 
in its operations as to induce the wretched sufferer to 
intreat for more combustible fuel that his sufferings 
might be the sooner terminated. In this case love and 
pity moved by standers to highten and quicken the 
flame, thereby the sooner to release the sufferer. If 
God be a consuming fire to the sinner, surely he is not 
a preserving fire to the sinner. That to which God is 
a consuming fire must be consumed, and if consumed 
will not continue to suffer. 

But St. Paul gives us a better exposition of our text. 
‘* Every man’s work shall be made manifest, for the 
day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what 
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath 
built there upon, he shall receive a reward. 
man’s work shall be burnt, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” In the case 
here set forth, the fire is of a consuming nature ; but it 
consumes nothing but those works of the creature which 
the apostle represents by hay, wood, and stubble. And 
when the fire has consumed these combustibles it saves 
the man who suffers the lossof them. Very justly may 
we say; ‘* Our God is a consuming fire. His wisdom 
consumes our folly; his knowledge consumes our er- 
rors ; his justice consumes our injustice, and his love 
consumes our hatred; and in all these operations this 
consuming fire is love to man and effects his greatest 
possible good, by destroying his maladies. 

If any, being powerfully influenced by the force of 
education, should be unable to see how this consuming 
fire can be love to the unconverted, we may call the 
attention of the objector to a serious consideration of 


: lal - 
has been converted into a deadly virus, poisoning the! his own experience. He acknowledges that be Was 


devout and pious exercises of the soul, and in room of | once an unconverted sinner. 


conducting them in the sweet currents of love and joy, 
has forced them into the feverish regions of fear and 
dread. 

The deluded priest of Baal, in order to give effect to 
words, which he imagines are not sufficienly explicit, 
nor yet so harsh as to suit his feelings, generally adds 
to these words, and says ; ** God out of Christ is a con- 
suming fire.” This is the way in which this passage is 
usually recited, when the object is to strike the mind 
with an awful dread. But we ask why should the 
preacher say, ** God out of Christ ??? &c. What does 
the preacher know of God out of Christ? Jesus says ; 
‘* No man cometh to the Father but by me.” And 
again, ** No man knoweth the Father save the Son, 
and he to whom the Son revealeth him.” According 
to these passages we know nothing of the moral char- 
acter of the Deity but as it is revealed in his blessed 
Son, our Redeemer. 

If we would know the meaning of the words, ** Our 
God is a consuming fire,” we should cautiously unite 
other expressions used in scripture, applied to the same 
subject with them, and allow them to explain each oth- 
er. We read that God isa ** fountain of living waters,” 
that he ‘* is a spirit,’ and also, that he ** is love.”” Now 
put these all together: God is a fountain of living wa- 
ters ; he is a spirit; he is a consuming fire ; he is love. 
We are, by these scriptures authorised to say, that ‘a 





fountain of living waters” is a spirit, is a consuming 


God, who is a consuming fire to the unconverted, has 
done for him? He answers; God convicted me of sin 
and sat my transgressions in order before me; he made 
me odious in my own eyes, and ] abhored mysei/ in 
dust and ashes. In the anguish of my soul | cried unto 
him, and said; ** Father, | have sinned against heaven 


and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called | 


thy son. But he, full of love and mercy, granted me 


repentance, forgave all my iniquities, washed me from | 


my sins in the blood of his dear Son, and clothed ine 
with the best robe; be also put a new song into my 
mouth and I sang his praise, and said, * behold God is 
become my salvation.” ”’ After the objector has said 
all this, will he not realize, that he has given an ac- 


count of what this consuming fire does to the uncon- | 
This is what he knows to be true, because | 


verted? 
he has experienced it all himself. This was exactly 
the case with St. Paul; he had been in an uuconvert- 
ed state, be had been a bitter enemy of Jesus, and a 
cruel persecutor of the saints; but God who is a con- 


suming fire, had passed upon hia, and had consuwed | Dedham, aged 2 years 
} « 5 c 5~ ‘ P, ‘ . 


bis chaff and burned up his fares, but saved him, yet so | 


as by Gre. By experience then, this apostle was able 


to suy ; ** Our God is a cc bsuming fire.” 


Consawing fire of love, thy fame 


My dross shall take away, } 
| Universalist Societies in Cambridgeport and West-Ceam- 


And in my soul a light remain 
To au elernal day. 


H. B. 


With a design to set the interrogator to | 


He supposes that the | 


If any | 


Then we ask him what |! 


i bridge. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST NAGAZINE, 


To the Rev. Elias Smith. 


Dear Sir,—Instruction is given in the word of God, 
without God, and without hope in the 


ithat men live 
world ; and who wish not to have Christ to reign ove: 
We are also taught that 
believe on his name, power is given unto 


,tbem. men who receive 


| Christ, or 
i them, to become the sons of God. For this reason, 


they are born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 


nor of the will of man; but of God. 
It is abundantly evident, that there are two charac- 


ters, held up to view in the holy scriptures, respecting 
sinners, or God’s offending offspring. Though all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God; and there 
is none that doeth good, no not one; yet, in a correct 
sense God speaks of the good and the bad, the righte- 
ous and the wicked, the swint and the sinner. What, 
among sinners, some good, some bad, some saints? Yes, 
this is true, for heaven declares it. Why is this? be- 
cause, there is in the world some penitent and some 
impenitent sinners. To «ll who are penitent, or will 
become so, God has promised them a blessed immortal- 
ity. Tothe impenitent, and while in this state of feel- 
ing, God has promised them indignation and wrath, tri- 
bulation and anguish. 

Now, my dear sir, you will confer a favor, in the es- 
timation of many, to state in a brief way, how it is pos- 
sible, the doctrine of Universal Salvation, can be 
| preached consistently with the revelation which God 
has been pleased to give to his rebellious offspring. 

By your attending to this, in the next Magazine, you 
j wil very much oblige your obedient and humble ser- 
PHILLIP, 





vant. 
fl +o 
Death-bed saying of Sir Isaae Newton's. 

** 1 do not know (said this great philosopher a little 
before his death) what | may appear to the world; but 
to myself | seem to have been only like a boy playing 
on the sea-shore, and diverting myself in now and then 
finding a smoother pebble, or a prettier shell than ordi- 
nary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all undiscov- 
ered before me.” 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


On aecount of some misapprehension, we would give 
notice that Rev. John Bisbe, jr. of Brookfield has not 
written in this paper over any signature but ** Hermes,” 
other than his real name. 





| e ° ° . 
ro J. B¥****, in answer to ** J. W.” is received, 


and shall meet witb due attention. 








MARRIED, 
In this City.—By the Rev. Paul Dean, Mr. Phineas 
§. Willoughby to Miss Sally Russell. 

By the Rey. Mr. Eaton, Mr. Joseph Partridge to Miss 
Mary Kilton. 

By the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Capt. Abraham Millet to 
Miss Abigail Smith. 
| Mr. Joho Harfield to Miss Hannah Spiller. 

By the Rev. Mr, Palfrey, Mr. Simeon Child to Miss 

| Maria Little. 





DIED, 
In this City. —Mr. Agniel Chenelette, a native of 
| France, aged about 50. " 


| Mrs. Sarah Vucker, wife of John T. Esq. 67. Mr. 
| Thomas Codman, 5%. 


Portsmouth, N. 


Mrs. Mary Simson, formerly o! 
H. 59. ' : 
Henry E. eldest child of Eliphalet and Ann Pond, o! 
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He did not | VW hittemore’s Sermon, 
say; Our God is love; but God, to the unconverted, | S 

‘is a consuming fire. 


UST Published and for Sale at this Ofice—A Ser- 

€ mon, delivered before the Universalist Society in 
Vest Cambridge, on the Evening of the last Sabbath in 

May, 1822. By Thomas Wairrimorek, Pastor of the 


Text, Matixxy 3!—46. Price 12 1-2 cent: 
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=~ he following beautiful Hymn was written by 
W. J. Wairpie, Esq. and sung for one of the exer- 
cises at the laying of the Corner-stone of the Univer- 


Qo 


salist Meeting-!ouse in Cambridgeport. 
Next week we shal! have the happiness to present 
the public with the other Hymn, sung on the occa- 


£10n. 


High in the heavens, oh God of grace, 
Is fixed thy bright, eternal throne, 
Bat mortal builders here may place 
Tie Temple, thou wilt deign to own. 
Bless thou thy suppliant servants here, - 
Invoking aid thy House to rear. 


Before thy glories, all divine, 
Cherub and seraph, sons of light, 
In prostrate adoration join, 
And veil their faces in thy sight. 
Oh, humbly then should mortal raise 
His prayer, and tremble as he prays. 


To thee we build, great Source of Love, 
To thee we dedicate this house ; 
Wilt thou, oh God, the work approve, 
Aad teach us here to offer vows 
Which spring from hearts thy grace will own, 
And rise accepted at thy throne. 


Pure burn the incense which shall flow, 
From holy breasts, and seek the skies, 
And from thy Temple here below 
Let pure devotion’s worship rise ; 
Since faith unfolds, in vision clear, 
« One Greater than the Temple here. 


And when, from houses built of clay, 
Our wearied spirits wing their way, 
Grent, God of Mercy, through thy grace, 
That Heaven may be our resting place, 
Wherein no Temple stands, and where 
God and the Lamb the Temple are. 


— > 2: a 


From the Portuguese of Cameens. 





Virtue and Vice. 


I saw the virtuous man contend 
‘With life’s unnumber’d woes ; 

And he was poor,—without a friend,— 
Press’d by a thousand foes; 


} saw the Passions’ pliant slave, 
In gallant trim, and gay ; 

His course was pleasure’s rapid wave, 
His life, a summer's day. 


And | was caught in Folly’s snare, 
And join’d her giddy train ; 

But found ber, soon. the Nurse of care 
And puvishment and pain, — 


There surely is some giding Power, 
Which rightly euffers wrong ; 

Gives vice to bloom its little hour, 
But Virtue, late and long. 


——D 2 a 
EPITAPH. 


ja the church yard at Bristol, R. I. may be seen the 
foliowiug quaint Epitaph on a child ten years old. 

** Lie sitll, sweet boy, until morning, when all the 
world shall gel up.” 





| forever be a stranger. 








Extract from a Diseertation in the Carisrian Disct- | 
PLE, entitled 


“On Piety to God ”’ 


Piety has tts foundation in human nature. It ap- 
proves itself to ull our best feelings, it recommends it- 
self to us by its own intriusic loveliness. Nothing can 
be more natural, nothing more beautiful, than a ration- | 
al piety to God. We are so formed by our Creator as | 
to adore what is great, admire what is excellent, and 
love what is good. And wherein does piety to God | 
consist but in adoring, and admiring, and loving a Be-| 
ing who possesses all these qualities in perfection? A 
being, who far surpasses all other beings in majesty and 
benignity? ** For who in the heavens can be compared 
unto the Lord?) Who among the sons of the migh- 
ty can be likened unto our God?” Ought we not 
then to cherish and exhibit towards the Deity those 
feelings and affections, which bis true character is a- 
dapted to call forth. ‘This is piety : and surely there 
is nothing in it that is repulsive to nature; nothing that 
is visionary or extravagant. Indeed not to possess it 
would be io the highest degree unnatural ; offensive to 
the very first principles on which we act. We love our 
friends : ought we not then to love our greatest Friend? 
We repay with gratitude our benefactors: ought we not 
to do this to our greatest Benefactor? ‘** We have had 
fathers in the flesh, and we have done them reverence;”’ 
ought we not to pay this same reverence to our heav- 
euly Father, and the Father of all? In short, piety to 
God is so natural and reasonable, that it cannot but 
live in the mind of every one whose heart is right.— 
And wherever we do not find it existing, we may con- 
clude that the affections of that man are perverted, or 
his mora! sensibility lost. 

Many of the purest pleasures and satisfactions of 
which the human mind vs capable, flow too from piety 
to God; pleasures and satisfactions which we can de- 
rive from no other source. Indeed the cherishing of 
every good feeling is delightful; but the cherishing of a 
pious feeling is peculiarly so. Reader! hast thou nev- 
er felt, in all the experience of thy past life, how pleas- 
ant a thing it is to return the kindness of a bene- 
factor with gretitude? to pay back the protection 
and tenderness of a parent with filial love and rev- 
erence and duty? Know then that if you will endea- 
vor to make the same return to God for all the benefits, 
which you are continually receiving from him; if you 
will cultivate and exercise towards your heavenly Fath- 
er those filial sentiments that belons to, and become 
the affectionate child, the delights you will experience 
in fulfilling these duties, will be as much superior to 
that, we have just alluded to, as the obligation to do 
them is greater, and the object of them more worthy. 
If to discharge our duty to man will give us complacen- 
cy, bow much mere will the discharge of our duty to 
God give us the same complacency ; but in a much 
wore exalted degree ? 

This is the rejoicing which a man of piety has in him- 
self. Healso rejoices in the relation which he is con- 
scious of sustaining lo the Deity. Being in the habit 
of holding daily intercourse and communion with God, 
he comes at length to consider him as his companion 
and friend. Regarding him in this light be has a con- 
fidence in him, to which a man destitute of piety must 
He feels that he has an interest 
in God, and he knows also that God has an interest in 
him. Inoall the vicissitudes of life, then, there is one 
Being on whom he can depend ; one staff on which he 
can lean; one rock on which he can safely build,—the 
Rock of Ages. His piety never forsakes him, and it 
every where gives him peace. It pours over life a new 
lustre and Jemds it new attractions. In prosperity it 
is present to enbanve and inultiply our enjoyments, and 
in adversity it comes in to break the blow of mi-fortune, 
or bind up the wounds of the broken-hearted ; our 
guide in life; our support in death; our bope and 








triumph forever. 





“To those, who have *nouaht — ggasi satan 
weakness and exposure in the present world, it is hard- 
ly necessary to insist on the importance of piety cect! 
sidered as the support, and the guardian of all our oth- 
er virtues. We cannot hope to make any very high at- 
tainments in the christian Jife, unless we make this the 
powerful and animating principle of our conduct. ‘Uhe 
thought of God will overawe and regulate the soul. If 
we will habituate ourselves to realize God’s omnipre- 
sence, the impression that he is always about us will 
sanctify all our labors and ballow all our enjoymente. 
The idea that he is ever with us; our Father and 
Friend,—**‘ of purer eyes than to behold iniquity,” will 
banish from our minds every low, and degracing, and 
unworthy sentiment, and fire us with the noble ambi- 
tion to become holy, even as he is holy, and perfect, 
even as he is perfect. 


Smad J Oo 


From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 





“ Ve know not what manner of spiru ye are of.” 


The following, which may be relied upon as truth, re- 
cently occurred in a distant town. Mr. had been 
a believer in the universal love of God to man thirty 
years, and at the advanced age of seventy years, was 
called to his final home. During his sickness, and a 
short time before his death, his disease affected his 
mental powers, and produced partial derangement. At 
this time his mind was unstable, mental defrac/ion was 
construed to hopeful conversion ; and the welking rung 
with shouts of triumph from unbelievers’ tongues !— 
Their mirth was short. God in mercy re-lighted the 
taper of reason with the fire of Heaven, and the dame 
burnt clear until the believer burst his fetters of his clay 
tenement, and rose to the mansions prepared for him by 
his Father God. His aged consort was, with him, 
strong in the faith ** once delivered to the saints.”’ Pre- 
parations were made for the funeral; and a Sow of the 
deceased, living at the distance of sixty miles, arrived to 
pay, with his mother and brethren, the last tribute of 





| respect to the remains of an earthly parent. 


This son, a Presbyterian, interrogated his mother re- 
lative to the arrangements made for the funeral of bis 
father. And hearing from her, that Mr. S--, a preach- 
er of Universal Salvation, was invited to attend the fun- 
eral, declared, that Mr. S , hould not pray in that 
house. He was informed by his aged motlier, that it 
was the dying request of his father, and that she also 
requested him to attend the funeral. The dutiful son, 
unmoved, obstingtely persisted in his refusal, and burn- 
ed with holy wrath to that degree, that, on being re- 
qusted by his mother to condt.ct with propriefy, or re- 
tire, and not outrage every principle of decency, he left 
the house, and returned from whence he came ; leaving 
the ashes of his parent untombed, and, by him unhon- 
ored!!! 

We are sorrow to say, the story does not end here.— 
The son promulgated a report that his father abjured 
his faith on his death bed, and died a believer iu the 
endless misery of iillions! A printer was persuaded to 
publish this FALSEHOOD to the world. But the real re- 
latives and friends of the deceased, represented the 
truth in a manner which produced a counter declara- 
tion, and acknowle!gement of the imposition which 
had been practiced upon the public mind. 

We forbear giving the names, or residence of the par- 
ties. We mention these things, not to blazon the faults 
of our brethren of Adam’s race, but to show the perni- 
cious tendency of human tradifious, and as a caution 
to others, not to give heed to cuuningly devised fables, 
and lying vanities. 

‘* Brethren, these things ought not to be so.” 
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Virtue is a pleasant and agreeable quality ; and gay 
and civil wisdom is always engaging: 
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